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A 
REPLY 
| SW. WH 
REASONS of the OXFOR D-CLERGY 


AGAINST 


ADDRESSING 


SIR, 


HE Copy you ſent us of ſome Reaſons 
for Addreſſing, with an Anſwer to %*em, 
and ſeveral Arguments againſt it drawn 
up by the Drtozd-Clergy , doth moſt 
extreamly affidt and ſurpriſe us ; for, 

what Man of Senſe could in the leaſt imagine, that our 
Clergy, who once had obtain'd the higheſt Applau- 
ſes for their Loyalty, ſhould at laſt do any thing that 
may ſeem to juſtitie the Inſinuations of thoſe, who 
always ſaid, That Church-of-England-Loyalty 
would continue no longer than the Prince was of their 
Religion : For ow it looks as if our Loyalty muſt -be 
no longer liv'd than our Church is in a Flouriſhing 
State; why elſe do our Clergy thus Remonſtrate 
againſt rendring His Majeſty their humbleſt Thanks 
for the Aſſurances He has you 'em of ProteRion in 

2 the 


the Free Exerciſe of our Religion, and in the full En. 
- joyment of their Ecclefiaftical Poſſeſhons ? Don't 
they know, that they are owing to His Majeſty's 
Grace for this much, and that, unleſs His Majeſty had 
embrac'd that moſt Chriſtian and Heroic Principle, 
That Conſcience ought not to be confirain'd, and 
had allo excell'd all his Royal Predeceſlors in Clemen. 
cy, he could never forgive the Church of England, by 
whom ſo many Sanguinary Laws have been made 
againſt Men of His Religion ; or, have forborn the Ex- 
erciling that Prerogative in Matters Eccleſiaſtical, 
which our Church hath often recogniz'd to be Inhe- 
rent in the Crown, and by which our Church may 
be in a great meaſure Legally ſubverted ? 

What then can be more manifeſt to a Perſon of the 
leaſt Thoughtfulneſs, than that Our Church is infi- 
nitely oblig'd to His Majeſty for Her preſent Standing ? 
Or, what more certain, than that She is moſt diſlinge- 
nuouſly ungrateful, if She acknowledges not ſo much ? 

This Paper therefore, which is ſent abroad on pur- 
pole to enſnare the Members of our Church, mult not 
eſcape our Animadverſions ; and, that we may the 
more efteually prevent its deſign'd Miſchief, we will 
lay down every Argument in the Words of the Pa- 
per, and endeayor that our diſcuſſing *em may be with 
the greateſt Evenneſs and Moderation. 

In the Firſt place then, we muſt make our Remarks 
on the Method taken to abuſe the Reader, by propo- 
fing but Two Conliderations, and that very lamely 
too, for Addreſſing ; but as many more, with all the 
Advantages imaginable, againſt It ; thereby tempting 
the Unwary to conclude, That the rendring His Ma- 
jeſty their Thanks, was a thing moſt Ridiculous. How- 
ever, we'll propoſe thoſe feeble Arguments that = 
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for Addreſſing, with the Clergys Anfiver, and try: 
whether it's ſo eafie a Matter to blow *em off the Stage, 
as theſe Gentlemen would have us think, 


Reaſons for this Addreſs may be Two. 


FIRST, That it may continue His Majeſty's 
Favoz 3 and the Dmiſſion may irritate the Trea- 
carp £0 demand a Review of the Firſt-truits, to- 
the full Ualue, upon the Fifth Bond. 


The CLERGIES ANSWER. 


As to the King's Favor, if the known Loyal Principles 
and Prattices of the Church of England , which evi. 
denc'd themſelves ( one would think) ſo acceptable to 
this Prince in the Inſtance of the Excluſion, and Mon- 
mouth, will not ſecure us, ſo not this Addreſs ( which 
only copies out Fanatical Loyalty and Gratitude) car con- 
tinue it. 

Tet our Thanks at this time might not ſeem improper, 
if the Favor of continuing the Laws to us ( which per. 
haps with all the Endeavors to the contrary cannot be Re- 
peaPa) were as great as the Repealing thoſe for the Dif. 
ſenters Sake ; which the Presbyterian and Independent 
Addreſſes ſay, His Majeſty will engage His Parliament: 
to, and for which they principally give Thanks, 


OUR REPLY. 


1. Theſe Gentlemen think they have done enoughi 
already to merit the Continuance of His Majelty's 
Favor, becauſe {ome of *em were againſt the Bz/l of 
Excluſton,, 


Excluſion, and endeavor'd the Suppreffion of Mon 
mouth ; not conſidering, how many of our Commu- 
nion were the Active Perſons both in the Matter of 
the Excluſion and Monmouth. It's true, at that time 
ſome were very Loyal, and but ſome. Conſult the 
late King's Narrative, and obſerve the Riſe and Pro- 

rels of that Conſpiracy , and you will find, 'twas 
Fom Firſt to Laſt begua and carried on by Church 
of Exgland Men : For, tho the Fanatics had their 
Hand 1n it, yet they were not the Only, nor the Chief 
ARﬀors. If you go back ſo far as the Excluding Par- 
liament, they were, Five to One, Churchof Exgland 
Men. Or, if you look on the Conteſts about the 
Sheriffs, you will find the Church of Exgland to be 
the Chief in that Tranſaction; and in truth, no one 
that had been a Diſſenter, could a& as a Sheriff or 
Common-Council-Man, until he had forſaken his 
Communion with the Diſſenters, and incorporated 
himſelf with our Church : So that whatever they did 
in theſe Public Capacities, they did it not as Diſſen- 
ters, but as Members of the Church of England. 
Come nearer home, to the late Rebellion, and con- 
ſider who were the Heads of it, and *twill appear, 
that they were of the Church of Exg/and: Or go 
down to Wincheſter, where were above Four hundred 
of the Meaner ſort, and, except Twenty or Thirty, all 
declare themſelves to be of the Church of Exgland : 
Or read Julian, a Church of Exgland Divine, in 
which the Do@trin of Nox-reſiſtkance is ſo much ex- 
ploded, and you may ſoon be convinc'd, that the 
whole is ſaid for Reliſtance, is only for the Encourage- 
ment of Church of Exg/aud Men to fight in Defence 
of the. Religion by Law Eſtabliſh'd ; not a Word to 
afte&t a Dilkeneer, whole Religion is by Statute-Laws 
condemad. S0 


At OAT We 
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So that our Church muſt take the Shame of all 
theſe things to her ſelf, and confeſs, ſhe has more 
reaſon to inſiſt on his Majeſtie*s Grace, than her own 
Meri, for the continuance of the King's Favour. But, 

'2. It is granted by theſe Gentlemen, Thar if the 
Favor of continuing the Laws to us were as great 
as the repealing thoſe againſt the Diſſenters, it might 
not be improper to give Thanks. So that its con- 
felsd to be but juſt in the Diſſenters to make their 
Addreſſes. And we doubt not but that we ſhall make 
it manifeſt, that ſuch is the preſent State and Con- 
ſtitution of the Church of Exg/and, that it's as much 
in the Power of the _ to humble our Clergy, as 
*tis to comfort the Diſſenter ; and that our Cler- 
gy are as much owing to the Kings Grace for the 
preſent exerciſe of their Religion, and Enjoyment of 
their Poſſefſions, as the Difſenters are for the Indul- 
gence, We mention not this to leſſen his Majeſtie's 
Favor to the Difſenter, but that you may ſee the 
Tranſcendency of the Kings Grace to our Church. 

The ſeveral As of Parliament recognizing the ge, r. ziiz. 
King's Supremacy in matters Eccleſiaſtical ; the Do- <. 2. towards 
Qrin of the Church of Exglazd ſeen in her Articles, Q&eom” wa 
and the Hiſtories of Queen El/izab:tb, an King James, jelty, by the 
and Charles 1. relating to this very thing, do ſufh- — her 
ciently declare, that ſuch is the Plenitude and Fulneſs, ET 
of the Kings Power in matters Eccleſiaſtical, that he tropolitan, * 
can by his Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſioners make new Mi} on, 
Laws concerning Rights and Ceremonies, and im- ſuch Ceremo. 


| . en ;y Nies Or Rites 
pole new- Articles on the Clergy , requiring their > — 


Subſcription on pains of Suſpenſion and Deprivation. mott for the 


Advancement 
of Gods Glory, Wc. Rex pote# novas Leges condere circa Caremonias & Ritus, cum Concilia 
MewopoJitani vel Commiſſariorum in Cauſes Eccleſp:ſti:is. Zouch. Deſcriy. Fur. Eccleſaiſt, par. 1, 
Sed, 2. Coſfin, Tab. Cc. 1. 


Before 
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Subſcriptions Before the 13. Ez c.: 12, Subſcriptions were® cn- 
requird b= joyn'd by the Regal Power, and tho this Statute r& 
Zliz. c. 122 Qquir'd Subſcription, yet it being to the Articles of 
Heyl. id. Religion, which ozly concern the Confeiſion of the 
& #4 * true Chriſtian Faith , and the Doftrin of the 
Sacraments , comprizd in a Book Imprinted and 
Entituled, Articles, &c. ?I'was deemed by the Bt 
ſhops to be inſufficient , who therefore apply them- 
ſelves to their Prince, that by her Majeſties Power 
Eccleſiaſtical, they might enjoyn a fuller Subſcription, 
which, accordingly they did, appointing Subſcription, 
Not only the not 0/7) to the Articles of Faith and Dofrins of the 
wm Sacraments ; but unto the Government, the Rites and 
miſts in their Ceremonies of the Church, and ſuch as refuſed this lar- 
Prints, but ger Subſcription,tho they would readily ſubſcribe as 
ORD by the Statute requir*d, were ſuſpended and depriv'd. 
mention it, And has not his preſent Majeſty the ſame Power Queen 
that twould Elizabeth had.? Why then may he not make new 
> trouble- . . . 
ſome to Laws about Ceremonies , and require Subicri- 
quote 'em all, tion to new Articles ? Beſides , i'ts acknow- 
pre Nebere- ledg'd, that whatever Power Eccleſiaſtical the Popes 
what the Law- did de facto exerciſe in this Kingdom according to 
yers ſay of it, 


ay ot it, the Canons, that ſame Power 4e jure belongs to our 
and it 1s 


this, A Sub- Kings ; and its alſo granted, That the Canons of Ge- 


ſcriptionto qneral Councils,and the Decrees of the Roman Pontifs, 


ods yg ſo far forth as they have been receiv'd by the Permiſſi- 


forth, as the on of our Kings, and ancient Cuſtom, are ſtill 1n force ; 


—_— and that theſe Cazozs are daily violated by our Cler- 
the Law of £3, Cannot be denied, eſpecially in the matter of Plurs- 
God and the - 

Land,is not good, as was adjulged in 23 & 34 Fliz. B. R. Clo againſt Smitbfield.So Godolph, 
Abridg. Eccleſ. Laws. c. 13.%. $8. Beſides the Canon 36. enjoyns this fuller Subſcription, 
That the King as Supream Head, may do whatever the Pope might formerly do with» 
in this Realm by Canon Law, is afferted by all our Lawyers generally. See Coke 4. 
ſit. 341. Cawley. 1. 2. Eliz. Cc. 1. Godolph. Abridg. c. 1. $+ 52 6, 7+ Zouch, Deſcrip. jurs 
Eccleſ. p. 1. F. 1. Coſen. Tab. c. 16. | 
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lities, which cannot be held but by a Diſpenſation from 71. x 5; 
the King, or at leaſt by his confirming the Archbiſhops, C. J. zebart 
And will any ſay,that tho the Diſpenſation, by which nn, Tons 

x "" . 4, Sta. 
any of our Clergy hold their Pluralities, is deriv'd from tute of 25. 
the King , yet the King cannot revoke them ? Or may #**. 8. c. 21 
not his Majeſties Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſoners, make tl Diſpenſ2. 
Enquiry after thoſe who have above 8 /. per Anzum, tions, &c. 
and by a Diſpenſation hold a Second Benefice, ang a! _ 
judge of the Firſt Benefice, not according t » the Va- Sn ana 
lue in the Kings Books, but according to the very Va. form follow. © 
lue of the Qhurch, as has been formerly adjudged; or —_— 
as is in the' Argument for addreſſing, may not the the king is 
Treaſury demand a Review of the Firſt Fruits ac. not thereby 
cording to the full Value ? In a word, may not the *#7i"% * 
King end out a Quo Warranto againſt the Biſhops, er remains 


, *» as full and 
and demand by what Power, they hold Courts in their Be Sy 1x 


own Names, and finding nything but Preſcription to fore. Colt and 
be their Plea, which can be/no Bar againſt the King, 69 againſt 
ſufficiently humble our Clergy ? And, ſeeing his Ma- the Biſhop of 
jeſty, notwithſtanding the many Provocations he has zichþe1d. 
met with, from ſome of our Clergy, is ſo far from Govirh. 4 
Exerciſing this Power againſt our Church, that on $7. ©" 
the contrary he is ſo unexpreſlibly gracious as to pro- Nalum Tem- 
miſe his ProteCQtion , have we nxt the greateſt Rea- ,7.** 


ſon gratefully to acknowledge it to the King ? Kegi. 


Their affirming theſe Addreſſes to copy out only 
Faxatical Loyalty, and Gratitude, 1s ſo very indecent, 
that we think it unworthy of further Notice, judg- 
ing their Confidence alſo about the Impoſſibility of 
Repealing their Laws to bear ſome Proportion to 
the Extravagance of their Cenſure. 


B The 
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The PAPER: 


SECONDLY, That it ſeems our Duty fo 
maintain Unity with our Biſhop requiring it, 
and perhaps expecting it upon our Canonical Obe. 
—_— there being nothing preter licitum & ho- 
NEILUM, 


} 


& 


ANSWER. 


As to the Biſhop, *tis conceiv?d, that this is no In. 
Pance of Canonical Obedience ; nor is the Duty of our 
Unity with him apprehended to be ſuch, as diſunites us 
from the moſt , the beſt and q_ of the National 
Clergy, who we think ought not, ana we believe will not 
move in an Aﬀair, which concerns the whole Church 
equally without their Metropolitan and his Biſhops, Net- 
ther hath our Biſhop ſhewed any Paſtoral Regard to ws, 
nnleſs it be in a treating us like Children in a wery 
weak and paſſive Minority, by requiring our Submiſſion to 
an Addreſs formed and worded to our Hanas, without 
our Knowledge, not leaving us the Liberty, and thinking 
1s able to expreſs the Senſe of our Atts ( or Hearts ) 

#d therefore till Biſh»ps upon their Conſecration declare 
what Faith they are of, as they did in the Primitive 
Church, for which the Reaſons are the ſame as then ; 
to miintain Unity with a Biſhop without Caution is a 
Principle, that may lead us further than we ought to go. 


roy 
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1. There being ſo much Reaſon why our Clergy 
ought. to make their Addreſs of Thanks to the King, 


It 


1 . 
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it would be very ſtrange if ſuch a Praftice cannot be 
found amongſt the Licirs and Howeſta of our Church , 
and if it comes within this Pale, and the Ordinary 
commands it, it's beyond* us to conceive how Dil- 
obedience in the Clergy can eſcape the Guilt of Per- 
jury. For the Oath expreſs'd in the Inſtrument of 
the Clergies Inſtitution is in theſe words, Te Pre 
mitns de legitima & Canonica Obedientia nobis & Succeſ- 
ſoribus noſis, in omnibus licitis & honeſtis Mandatis 
per te preſtanda & exhibenda, ad Sanita Fvangelia rite 
jaratum admittimus. So that they are {worn to per- 
form Lawful and Canonical Obedience to their Or- 
dinary in all his lawful and honeſt Mandates. The 
Biſhop then commands *em to thank the King for 
his Grace and Clemency in a matter for which once 
beretofore they did it. Is this Lawful or Unlawful ? 
Honeſt or Diſhoneſt ? Not Unlawful nor Diſhoneſt ; 
becauſe when the King declared oz/y to the Council he 
would prote& the Church of England, they then judg'd 
it their Duty ; now the King doth but make the ſame 
Declaration to the whole Kingdom, and if not Unlaw- 
ful, and their Ordinary commands it, they are bound 
by their Oath to obey, how then can they diſobey and 
not be at leaſt forſworn ? But, 

2. How comes it to pals, that their Obeying their 
Ordinary diſunites *em from the moſt, the belt and 
ſoundeſt of the National Clergy ? Whar ! are the 
whole Clergy ſo inſenſible of the _ Grace, that 
they*ll not acknowledge it ? what a prodigious Change 
is this ? And why muſt they not rather regard their 
own Ordinary, than the Senſe of others ? It the mat- 
ter requir'd, be (as we have prov'd it to be) 
Lawful and Honeſt, do they make nothing of an 
Oath ? and is Churcltrof-Ez2/and Unity in danger of 
B 2 being 
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being broken ? That ſurely is ominous, and no'doubt 
will open the Mouth both of Papiſt and Proteſtant 
Diſſenter. 1s the Church of Exg/ands Caſe fo deſpe- 
rate, that they muſt either be ungrateful to their 
Prince, or be divided amongſt themſelves ? Further 
more, 

They declare, '3- Their Biſhop ſhews no Paſtoral _— to *em, un« 

That the Book /eſ's jt be iz treating *em like Children, by requiring their 

morn Submiſſion t6 an Addreſs worded to their Hands, not 

Ordering of leaving *em -#he Liberty to expreſs the Senſe of their 

Biſhops, Ge. FJearts, SO the Paper. And what hurt in all this ? 1t's 

containeth no- þ ſnd. they?l k L4-with thei 

thing in it tO be prelſum'd, they 1 make more bo with their 
contrary to Prince than with God; and therefore ſceing they are 
oe or) 2enot to be truſted, when they make their Addreſles to 
it may be law- God, how can they expett to be truſted when they ap- 
fully uſed, and ply themſelves to their Prince? Are not their Prayers 
uſe the Lorm All worded to their Hands ? Have they Liberty to ex- 
in the ſaid preſs the Senſe of their Hearts in Publick? No, they 
pook preicr?- have ſolemnly promis'd, they*ll uſe the Church-Pray. 

bed, in Public | Y 

Prayer, and ers, and one other ; why then ſhould they expeQ a 

Alminiltrati- Liberty of expreſſing their Senſe when they are to ad- 

of the Sa- ; \ 

craments, ang dreſs to the King ? Ay but, 

none otber.Can. 4. Biſhops upon their Conſecration ſhould declare what 

36, Art.2. Faith they are of, as they did in the Primitive Times, 
What's this but too high a RefleCtion upon our Church, 
an Accuſation that we are fallen from the Primitive 
Purity ? Tho it muſt be acknowledg'd, that all the 
Clergy Subſcribe, Afſent, and Conſent to the Thirty 
nine Articles, &c. And is not that enough ? Or, have 
they forgotten how ſolemnly they did ſwear Canonical 
Obedience to their Ordinary ; that they now tell us, 
they muſt maintain Unity with their Biſhop with Ca«- 
tion ; thereby encouraging even the Nonconformilſts 


in their Difſent ? 
But 


| 
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But to the Arguments againſt Addreſſing. 
THE PAPER, 


Reaſons againſt it are Bany ; under fhe p2e- 
ſent CircumUances, to inſtance in Four. 

FIRST, As to our Polleſſions, it either equal- 
ly concerns all Ellates of Yen in the Kingdom, 
and ought then to be moſt particularly conſider'o 
in Parliament 3 02, it ſuppoſes our Polleſſions lels 
Legal, and moze Arbitrary than other Subjefts. 


ANSWER. 


As for their Poſſeſſions, they are ſetled on them in 
no other manner than they were on the Clergy in 
Q. Elizabeth's and K. James the Firſt's Days, when, 
for not ſubſcribing to Articles never then enjoyn'd by 
ACt of Parliament, many hundreds of the Clergy were 
ſuſpended, and depriv'd of all their Eccleſiaſtical Poſ- 
ſeſſions : And ſhould a ſtrit Enquiry be made into our 
Clergy, it's to be fear'd, that too many of *em would 
be found ſo very guilty, as to deſerve not only a Su- 
ſpenſion, but alſo a Deprivation ; and we therefore 
cannot think it to be the Wiſdom of our Clergy to 
provoke the Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſioners to make a 
cloſe Search after their Miſcarriages, eſpecially ſeeing 
Deprivations have been anciently for Dilapidations, 
and ſuch like Offences, 


AR- 
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ARGUMENT IL 
SECONDLLY, as to our Religion, This Add:eſs 


TAY to the Declaration) neceſſarily herds 
's 


among the various Seifs under the Toleration, 
who fo2 ſuſpending the Laws have led the way 
in theſe 4ddzeſſes, owing their Exerciſe of their 
Religion to no Legal Eſtabliſhment, but only to 
Sovereign Pleaſure and Jndulgence , which at 


pleaſure is revocable. 


ANSWER. 


1. They'll not deny, but that they now agree with 
the other SeQs, in Diſſenting from his Majeſty's Reli- 
gion, and are equally with them owing to the King's 
Grace,and His moſt Chriſtian Principle, That Conſcience 
ought not to be conſtraiwd, for the ProteQtion the Kin 
vouchſafes them in the Enjoyment of the Free Exerciſe 
of our Religion. They ſee how eaſily the King can 
humble them ; 2nd had he not been for Liberty of 
Conſcience, he muſt eſteem himſelf under the moſt 
powerful Obligations of endeavoring zz, and a Change 
of our Religion : Why then ſhould they be ſo much 
againſt concurring with the various SeQs among us in 
rendring the King their Thanks * What, ſhall the Fa- 
natic out-do us in point of Ingenuity and Gratitude ? 

2. They ſay, That the Diſſenters owe the Exerciſe of 
their Religion to no Legal Eſtabliſhment, bat only to Sove- 
reign Pleaſure. 

What a ſtrange Change is this ! The other day, in 
the late King's Reign, the Cry, the General Cry was, 
That the very Legiſlative Power was lodg'd inthe m_ 
Q 
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of the King; but now, opnncy to the very Vitals of fan A of 
our Government, they*ll not-allow Him the entire En- gfhament 
joyment of the Executive Power. That the King may der a Penalty, 
grant a Diſpenſation with a Nos ob/taxte to any AQt of 799 it prove 
Parliament, as well as give out a Particular Pardon to > — 
the Tranſgreſſors of any Statute, and- theſe particular ticular Per- 
Diſpenſations and Pardons may be given out to every ED 
particular Subject that needs 'em , has been the tothe King to 
avow'd Principle even of the greateſt Oppoſers of {Penic 

. l erewith. So 
Arbitrary Government. Belides, in Matters Eccleſi- zo/s and cote. 
aſtical, which comprehend the Diſſenters Caſe , the S* 22 Cr-2, 
Sovereignty of the King is as full and compleat, as grFoujan wt 
any of His Majeſty's Royal Predeceſſors, and theirs the ſuresvs, That 
ſame with that Power the Popes did de fa#s exerciſe ** Govern- 


4 - ment of thi 
according to Canon-Law, with a Non obſtante to.2 Par- Kingdom con- 
ticular Ac of Parliament, fiſts in the Im- 


a 4 . tal as well 
But what need we inſiſt cn theſe things ? Have not - the Potks. 


the Clergy gone higher in exalting the Sovereign Plea. cal | aws; ar: 
ſure above all Laws, even in Civils, when in the Decla- Whatever's | 
ration that all our C/ergy ſubſcribe, they diſtinguiſh a—__ = 5, 
| between the Sovereign Pleaſure of our King, and His if not contra- 
| Authority or Law; and that the Law or Authority, LF aomian 
if it at any time falls in competition with the Sove. beobſerv'd: 

reign Pleaſure, muſt defere to Sovereign Pleaſure ; it 919% valels 
being a Trayterous Practice to obſerve the Law, in ament be jue 


oppoſition to any Commiſſion*d by Sovereign Power FR —_ 


| or the Word 
The PAPER, of the King is 


to a(t contra» 
ry, we miſt o- 


' THIRDLY, This 4ddzeſs is either deſign?d 111 ber. Jovivy. 
the Name of the Church of England, aud then £9:2-e-05+. 
it ought to have had *its Birth at Lambeth, 02" 

a Synodal Convocation, 02 in te Name of this 
Dioceſs only, whicy then will both diſjoynt us 
| one. 


(16) 
one from another who differ about it, 02 from the 
reſtof the National Clergy: the bell part of w ih 
we are aſſur'd diflike it in the pzeſentCircumſtan- 
ces: S0 that the inevitable Conſequence of this 
a4dd:eſs ( ſet on foot by a few Biſhops indepen- 
dently on their Betropolitan, and without the 
pzevious Concurrence of the ref of their ©2der ) 
muſt be a fatal Diviſion among the Clergy, and 
either beget a new Schiſm , 02 widen the old 
ones, which, are already too deplozable, 


ANSWER, 


One would think that the Biſhop and Clergy of 
a Dioceſs might ſafely enough make their Addreſs of 
Thanks to the King, without the previous Concur- 
rence of the reſt of their Order, or conſulting their 
Metropolitan. For the Union between Biſhop and 
Bifhop, and the Dependance of all the Biſhops in a 
Province on their Metropolitan, ought to be compre- 
hended within thoſe matters, that relate to Purity of 
Faith and Manners ; but is Non-addreſling a matter of 
Faith, or Addreſſing, contrary to the Rule of good Man- 
ners, that it muſt not be adventur®d on without the Ad+« 
vice of a Colledge of Biſhops, or the leave of a Metro. 

litan ? But if we do more cloſely purſue this point, we 
ſhall find the Conſtitution of our Church to be ſuch,that 
in all matters of Conſultation, the Birth muſt not beat 
Lambeth, but at Whitehall, For what Power Supert- 
or to a ſingle Biſhop hath the Metropolitan, but what is 
Juris poſitivi, and derived from the King, the Fountain 
and Source of all Provincial and National Church. 
Power in theſe Kingdoms? This ſurely muſt be 
granted by thoſe that are not for a Power _—_ 
eltner 


Copy” "I j 
either from a General Council, or from the Roman Syodu Pro- 
Pontif, and then it will inevitably. follow, thar his 7-uget 
' Majeſty in the firſt place is to be conſulted, whoſe nay gr 
Mind in this matter is ſufficiently known , and it's 5: «b/que Prix 
as much the Duty of the Metropolitan to conſult ——_— 
-and obey the King the Supreme Ordinary of this Nas determineri «- 
tional Church, as it can be for a ſingle Biſhop tq re- panics ho | 
gard his Metropolitan ; for which Reaſon we think —— af- 
it a Preſumption, very near to what is unpardonable /eieme erin- 
in the Inferior Clergy, to diſpute what is agreeable to 25, £2 
the -Senſe, both of their Ordinary, and Supreme Or- | 
dinary. 2 
And as for the Talk of Schiſm, as if theſe, who 
are for Addreſſing, muſt needs be Schiſmatics ; we on- 
ly fay, that making Differences about matters of this 
nature to be Schiſmatical, will tempt thoughtful Men 
to conclude, that the Outeries of Schiſm againſt the 
Non-conformiſts, have been grounded on as little Rea- 


ſon, and with as little Juſtice, 
The P APER. 


FOURTHLY, Jt will fozteit our Reputation 
with the Nobility, Gentry and Commonalty of 
our Communion, and may tempt them to Diſ- 
guſt us foz our. ralh Compliance with ſuſpeited 
Artifices (which may riſe hereafter againſt us, to 
our Dwn, and the Church's Pzcjudice) and to wt 
waver in the Stedfaſtneſs of their own Pzofeſ- 
ſion, when thep {ce us owning the Exerciſe ofour 
Cliſablihed Religion to be ſo pzecarions. 


| AN. 


i. 
wl 


(18) 
ANSWER. 


Above Twenty Years together without any Repard 
to the Nobility, Gentry and Commonalty, our Cler- 
gy have been publiſhing to the World, that the King 
can do greater things than are done 1n his Declara- 
tion. But now the Scene is alter'd , and they are 
become more concern'd to maintain their Reputation, 
even with the Commonalty, than with the King : 
Ay, they Infinuate as if the Nobility and Gentry had 
taken up their Religion on ſuch a Foundation, as would 
be ſhaken by an Addreſs; and.do moreover ſuggeſt, 
as if the Nobility and Gentry are as little aftected 
with his Majeſties Grace as themſelves. 


The PAPER. 


Bay it not therefoze be expedient, humbly to 
Remonſtrat our Scruples in this Aﬀair to our 
Dioceſan, and beſeech him not to require our Ait, 
without conſulting us in a thing of ſo Public 
and National Concernment, rein we con- 
ceive our ſelves oblidg'd to pzoceed upon mature 
Deliberation, and united Beaſures, Which un- 
der God and the King, are like to be our greateſt 
Safeguard * 


ANSWE R. 


Their Duty is to conſider, whether they are more 
oblig'd to their Metropolitan, than to their Dioceſan. 
If they ought to regard their Dioceſan moſt, it's their 
Duty to ſubmit unto his Senſe of things, and not re- 
vive 


— . ——<—S_ —_— 


(19) 
vive the old way of —— thns ; bur if they 
judge themſelves bound to regard their Metropolitan 
more than their Dioceſan, we are ſure that their Obli- 
pation to the King , the Supreme Ordinary of the 
Church of England, is much greater, and that they 
ought not to bring what he approves of under debate, 
eſpecially conſidering the Tranſcendency of His Ma- 
jeſty*s Favor towards them, and that ſuch Diſcoveries 
of Ingratitude may juſtly provoke rhe _ to exers 
ciſe His Juſt Prerogatives in Matters Eccleſiaſtical, and 
bumblethem. 
In a word, we would, if poſſible, inculcate this on 
our Thoughts, That our Church of Expyland Lawyers 
Love reſolutely affirm'd :he Kfmp to be Sapreme Ordina- 
ry, awd by the ancient Laws of this Realm, may without 


any Alt of Parliament make Ordinances and Inſtitutions Sce Camley on 
for the Goverment of the Clergy, and may deprive them if 1 Elit« 6 1. 


they obey not. Moor 755. C. 1043. Cro. Trin, 2 Fac. 37. 
Cawley 1 Eliz. c.1. And when the Prince zealouſly 
eſpous'd our Churches Quarrel, 'twas deem'd by our 
Clergy to be almoſt Treaſon to ſuggeſt the contrary : 
And i you conſult our Hiſtories, you ll ſee, that Queen 
Elizabeth, in favor of our Clergy, did many a time ex- 
erciſe this Power ; on her entring the Throne, ſhe 
ſent out a Proclamation, That »o Mar (of what Per- 
ſwaſion ſoever he was in the Points of Religion) ſhould 
be ſuffered to Preach in public, but only ſuch as ſhould be 


licens'd by her Authority : On which occaſion no Ser- #e1y«'s Hiſt. 
mon was preach'd at Pas/'s Croſs, or any public place * 
in London, from December until the Eſter following ; - 


and by it, thoſe that could not ſubſcribe the Articles 
enjoyn'd meerly by Regal Power, were ſuſpended and 
depriv*d : Whence we obſerve, That if this Power be 
inherent in the Imperial Crown of Exg/and, as hither- 

to 


Q. E'iz. 
276. 


20) 
r Cher an ['#) ſition to Fanatic Clam have 
ver and wh afferted, the Clergy arg pen Bw 
owing to-His Majeſty? S Clemency or the free exerciſe 
of their Relipog ; for had not the Kin excell'd Queen 
Elizabeth of precious. Memory, paſſion and 
Grace, their. Mouths would Es ſtopp'd long 
ago : - On the other hand, if this Power be not- inhe- 
rent in the Crown, will inevitably follow, That the 
Noncofformiſts have been moſt unjuſtly treated by 
our Clergy, To conclude', The la 5 jam "be 
this ; Our Clergy muſt abide by their old ay o- 
Qtrin, defend the King's Eccleſiaſtical SuPremacy', and 
gov ing, ©. that it is to His Majeſty's Grace the 
are owing for their t Liberty ;' or condeihn' al 


their. former PraQtice inſt the Diſſenter, and tura *- 
over unto them : Uirum horum,” Farewell. 


